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Emmanuel Lutheran Church
September 4

September 18

First Reading
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalms
Psalm 1
Second Reading
Philemon 1-21
Gospel
Luke 14:25-33

First Reading
Amos 8:4-7
Psalms
Psalm 113
Second Reading
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Gospel
Luke 16:1-13

September 11

September 25

First Reading
Exodus 32:7-14
Psalms
Psalm 51:1-10
Second Reading
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Gospel
Luke 15:1-10

First Reading
Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Psalms
Psalm 146
Second Reading
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Gospel
Luke 16:19-31

Church Office: 402-374-1337 E-Mail : emmanuellc@abbnebraska.com

Let the Activities Begin !!
As we start September, the activities of the church youth programs start up again. This is always
an exciting time as Wednesday nights fill the church with youth and their enthusiasm and energy.
LYFE for our K–5th grade students will meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays right after school.
First class for September will be on the 14th, then we will move to our normal schedule in
October.
Confirmation for our 6th-8th grade students will be held on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the
month. First class for September will be on the 28th with this years focus on Lutheran Worship
and the Luther's Catechism.
After our High School youth gathering experience this summer, we have interest in starting a High
School program again. I am excited for that, and our first meeting will be on Wednesday, October
5th to discuss potential activities.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Rally Sunday—September 11th
To kick off the new school and church year, we have planned activities for Sunday, September
11th. During worship service we will be blessing the backpacks for our youth. As part of
worship we will also recognize our teachers for their commitment to growing the youth both
educationally and personally.

Congregational Lunch
Following worship on Rally Sunday we will be hosting a congregational lunch. The church
will be furnishing meat and potatoes for the meal. We would ask members to bring a side dish
or dessert.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Church remains open for visitors Monday through Friday 7:30am to 4:30pm.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God’s Blessings
Rex Rogers, Vicar
(402) 533-3816
rex.rogers@abbnebraska.com

August 17,2022 - Council Minutes
Jodi Hansen called the meeting to order.
Attendees Vicar Rex, Julie Pearson, Vicki Johnson, Jodi Hansen, Patty Olson, Nate Williams, and Liz
Heim all present. Shelly Stark, Lisa Anderson, Jon Hansen, and Vicki Kuhlmann unable to attend.
Vicar Rex gave his pastoral report. Many visits, phone calls and texts with members.
Secretary’s report was read and approved.
Unfinished Business:
A/C bids for sanctuary, getting second bid. Rex hasn't heard back from Matt Anderson yet. Office
A/C has been updated and paid for by specific donation.
High School Youth Gathering 7/23-27 at Camp Tomah Shinga went well. All 5 attendees spoke in
church the following Sunday.
Rally Sunday Picnic—Sunday, 9/11. Ordering meat/potatoes from Save More asking for desserts
or side dish from anyone that would like to attend. Blessing of the backpacks is the same date.
Fallen tree in parsonage yard from creek cut and cleaned up.
Basement update, Property Committee needs to meet and discuss updates that could be made.
New Business:
Plunkett's Pest bid presented and approved for pest treatment at church.
Harvest Hosts RV Rentals presented and also approved. No cost to participate in this just offer
parking at church for 1 night for RV’ers and they are encouraged to make a donation to the church.
No hook-ups or services are required to host.
Vicar Rex applied for and received a Synod Scholarship, so he donated the allocated funds for Tuition/Continuing Education back to the church.
Church directory needs updating with cell phone numbers, a notice for consent will be sent.
Class and Candidacy Update
Internship at Emmanuel March 1-Dec 31. Mid-Year Evaluation from Committee, Supervisor, Intern submitted 8/15.

Two classes remaining for fall
Systematic Theology II Online 9/12-11/6
Lutheran Worship Onsite 9/29-10/2
No committee reports.
Treasurer’s Report:
All the bills have been paid.
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next meeting will be September 21, 2022, 7:00 PM.,
Liz Heim
Secretary

Treasurer’s Report
June 2022
Here are the budget statements for
June and July. We did make up
some ground in July, but we are
still behind for the year by $5,339.19.
Thank you to everyone for your
faithful giving.
If you would like to mail your offering the church address is below.
You can also sign up for on-line
giving at the website below.
Church Address:
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
210 S 12th Street
Tekamah, NE 68061
Vanco Giving:
Online Giving - Emmanuel Lutheran Church (elctekamah.com)
Treasurer,
Julie Pearson
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOOD PANTRY HOURS:

Monday

8:30am—11:30am

Tuesday

8:30am—11:30am

FROM THE DESK OF BISHOP

A Farewell Letter from Bishop Brian Maas
As a preacher, there’s a very real sense in which I make my living with words. Yet there are times when words
aren’t quite enough. As I am trying to express myself in this letter, I’m finding this is one of those times.
I’m not sure I can do any better than to quote Saint Paul: “I thank my God every time I remember
you” [Philippians 1:3]
Paul’s letter to the Philippians is a letter to a community he loved dearly, and it shows in his language throughout
the epistle. I can relate to his affection and gratitude for that community and it seems appropriate to be quoting
from that book in this last letter to you as Bishop. Midnight on September 1 will bring to a close 10 full years of
life in this office. It has been an extraordinary privilege, and I cannot adequately express my thanks.
For a decade you have treated me as your partner in ministry and welcomed me into your congregations, your ministries and your lives.
Together we have witnessed deadly tornadoes, devastating floods and dangerous snowstorms. I have watched as
you have pulled together and by your hard work and great generosity helped others who suffered from these and
other disasters.

Together we have witnessed social upheaval, pain, anger, confusion and shame in the wake of the inhuman treatment and tragic deaths of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, George Floyd and so many others. I watched and listened as you studied and prayed, engaged difficult conversations and committed to growing awareness of and response to racism in our nation and in our church.
Together we have watched the shortage of ministers grow tenfold, from 100 to 1000 in less than a decade. I
watched as efforts expanded to recruit and prepare new pastors, deacons and PMAs, and as so many lay people
stepped up in their congregations to provide leadership and service, including preaching and conducting worship.
Together we have endured the burden of COVID-19, along with the fatigue it engendered and—far too often—the
division it fomented in congregations. And I got to watch as congregations, leaders and members got creative and
effective in adapting ministry to previously unknown situations.
Through it all, God has been faithful and the church has carried on. The Good News of life in Jesus Christ has
been proclaimed, the sacraments celebrated, beloved saints have been commended to God and new saints have
been welcomed into the Body of Christ. People have been served, needs have been met, transitions have been
completed, the faith has been handed on and lives have been transformed.
I’ve often said that the best part of this role is seeing this church—you—in action; and that the hardest part of it is
trying to express all that this church is and does. It’s truly awe-inspiring. Getting to see so much is part of what
makes this one of the best calls in the ELCA. It’s not only the opportunity to see the church in action; it’s the privilege of serving a synod that is strong, healthy and well-connected; that’s tied closely to Serving Arms ministries
that see themselves truly as extensions of the church; and that is blessed with abundant resources and faithful, generous members (truly—if you have to be a synod bishop, pick Nebraska!).
For the honor and blessing of getting to fill this role, I am deeply grateful.

FROM THE DESK OF BISHOP

A Farewell Letter from Bishop Brian Maas (cont.)
But no one does this work alone. I am also deeply thankful to and thankful for a staff of exceptional individuals
who are faithful and deeply committed to the ministries and members of this church. They do what they do so
well, and with deep conviction. It has been a joy to work with the entire Nebraska Synod staff, and to be able to
call them not only colleagues but friends. They are a blessing to the church.

I am also richly blessed to have had the love and support—and grace—of Debbie and my family. The transition
from parish ministry to the bishop’s office was a radical one, and the work of this office has been unlike any other
I’ve done. Through it all, Debbie has been a great listener, cherished adviser and beloved partner. I am indebted
and deeply thankful to her and to my whole family.
Even as I look forward to the ministry to which I am now called, I continue to look forward to the ever-unfolding
ministry of the Nebraska Synod. I pray you will support Bishop Scott Johnson as you have supported me, and that
you will grant him the same grace I enjoyed as he lives into his new role. He will serve faithfully and well and I
wish him every blessing in this office.
I suppose only a preacher would say he doesn’t have words to express something, and then write so many to explain why. It’s an occupational hazard. My apologies.

In the end, maybe just six words will have to do: Thank you and God bless you.
Gratefully yours in Christ,
Brian Maas
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After he completes his term as Bishop on August 31, Pastor Brian Maas will prepare for his transition into the
role of Vice President for Mission and Spiritual Care at Immanuel, a Serving Arms ministry of the Nebraska
Synod that provides housing and healthcare for seniors. In that role he will work with pastoral care providers,
help to sustain Immanuel’s strong focus on its mission of “Christ-centered service to seniors, each other and the
community,” assist in continuing the ministry’s close ties to the church, and undertake additional responsibilities.
Of his transition, he says, “though it’s hard to be leaving the office of bishop, this feels very much like a call to
a ministry role rather than a call away from one. It’s been a blessing to serve as bishop, and I anticipate my position at Immanuel being a blessing as well. It’s a great ministry and I’m looking forward to being a part of it.”
He will begin serving at Immanuel October 1.

Lutheran Youth Faith Education

We are excited to get started with another year of LYFE. Our current plans are for LYFE to start on
Wednesday, September 14, 2022, with a Hot Dog dinner. Subsequent meetings being held on the 1st
and 3rd Wednesdays of the month starting in October. LYFE students will meet at the elementary
bike rack after school and walk together to the church.
Most weeks LYFE will be held from 3:30 – 5:00. The weeks we have a meal after the lesson, the end
time will be 5:30. Lessons for this year will focus on Whirl Sunday School curriculum. We are also
doing a couple service projects this year and participating in Sunday worship three times.
Thanks to Amanda Hansen and Sarah Smith for assisting and coordinating the LYFE activities, and
to Sydney Brummond who will be helping with snack time.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Confirmation for 2022 will kick-off on Wednesday, September 28, 2022. Classes will be held
on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month starting at 6:00pm. For our three year rotational
program, the upcoming year will focus on Lutheran Worship and Luther’s Catechism.
Thanks to Tammy Gregerson for assisting with confirmation activities.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We will be Affirming the Baptism of four confirmation students on October 30, 2022. These four
confirmands are Grady Belfrage, Landon Miller, Addison Stansberry, and Emily Stansberry.

This fall we are trying to organize a high school youth group again. To initiate these efforts, a kick-off meeting will be held on October 5th, at
7:00pm, at the church. Purpose of the meeting is to identify possible discussion topics and activities we could do together as a group. Pizza and pop
will be provided as we get together to explore these options and alternatives.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Janice Frerichs — 90th Birthday Party
Pastor Herman Frerichs and his wife Janice would like to hear from you. Pastor David
Frerichs requested we share this announcement to participate in a card shower in honor
of his mother’s 90th birthday on September 18th. Please feel free to share any pictures
or memories you have with them as well.
Mailing address is:
Janice Frerichs
c/o David Frerichs
1803 Limestone Ave.
Columbia, MO 65203

September Birthdays
2-Sep
3-Sep
4-Sep
5-Sep
6-Sep
7-Sep
9-Sep
10-Sep
12-Sep
13-Sep
14-Sep
15-Sep
16-Sep
18-Sep
19-Sep
20-Sep
21-Sep
22-Sep
26-Sep
28-Sep

Karen Chamberlain
Shirley Raleigh
Ileana Stansberry
Vicki Ahmann
Piper Gengler
Tate Pruess
Kyle Krause
Cameron Brummond
Kim Petersen
Ashley Williams
Jacob Bryant
Grayson Graef
Daniell Krause
Patty Gaines
Jonathan Hansen
John Ray
Linda Hansen
Garrison Potadle
Sheryl Stansberry
Landon Miller
Ray Graef
Larry Erickson III
Mark Stark
Dave Cameron
Sawyer Petersen

September Anniversaries
3-Sep
6-Sep

Hansen, Van & Linda
Bridges, Abra & Jeremy
Hunt, Kirby & Donna
Walton, Kyle & Amanda

7-Sep

Hart, Randy & Carla
Olson, Scott & Susan

9-Sep

Heim, Jeff & Liz

14-Sep

Haber, Kevin & Kristine

20-Sep

Gammel, Patty & Steve

27-Sep

Penke, Stan & Susan

Please remember to pray for all of our family and friends who
are ill, receiving treatments, or needing special care::
Patty Hancock, Palmer Brummond, Marv Vrooman, Bob
Anderson, Jolene Von Seggern (Linda Schnell’s daughter), Kim Schwetz (Rosie’s daughter-in-law), Tom Lipps
(Wayne Lipps son), Dawne Smith (sister of Randy Hart),
Tim Smith (brother-in-law Randy Hart), Shirley Kehne
(Marv Vrooman’s sister), Tara Stark (Joe Stark’s sister),
Ken Heim (Jeff Heim’s uncle), Steve Wascher (Larry
and Thelma’s son), Shirley Schutt, Midge Green, Marsha
Jensen, and the Crowell Home residents and staff, Helen
Ahrens, and the Tekamah’s Arbor Care Nursing Home
residents and staff, Ione Lipps and the Carter house residents and staff .
Families of: Coach Hunt, Lyle Qualley, Wayne Lipps

9:30
Worship

Holy Communion

Worship

10:30 Fellowship

9:30
Blessing Backpacks
10:30 Fellowship

Worship

Potluck Luncheon

9:30
Holy Communion

Worship

10:30 Fellowship

9:30

10:30 Fellowship

HOLIDAY
OFFICE CLOSED

3:45 LYFE

7:00 Church Council

6:00 Confirmation
7:00 -Internship Meeting

10:30 Funeral

Wayne Lipps

1:0 Bishop Installation

Kearney, NE

Class at Wartburg—Lutheran Worship

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
210 S. 12th Street

Tekamah, NE 68061-1413
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