Heart Beat
To Grow in Christ and Make Christ known

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
January 2

January 23

First Reading
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm
Psalm 147:12-20
Second Reading
Ephesians 1:3-14
Gospel
John 1:[1-9] 10-18

First Reading
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm
Psalm 19
Second Reading
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Gospel
Luke 4:14-21

January 9

January 30

First Reading
Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm
Psalm 29
Second Reading
Acts 8:14-17
Gospel
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

First Reading
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm
Psalm 71:1-6
Second Reading
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Gospel
Luke 4:21-30

January 16
First Reading
Isaiah 62:1-5
Psalm
Psalm 36:5-10
Second Reading
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Gospel
John 2:1-11

Church Office: 402-374-1337 E-Mail : emmanuellc@abbnebraska.com

It is hard to believe another year is behind us. I hope 2021 was a good year for you and prayers that
you have an even better year in 2022. As we hear in Romans 15:13, “May the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit.”

2021 was a great year for me as I finished my first full year as serving as the Vicar here at Emmanuel
Lutheran. The classes I have taken, as well as interacting with the congregation throughout the year,
has only strengthened my call to serve you. I cannot thank you enough for your gifts at Christmas
and your support throughout the year. I remain honored and humbled to be able to serve you, and
hope to continue to grow in my ministry as I continue through the candidacy process towards
ordination. My next major step is my endorsement interview on January 7th, and full candidacy
committee decision on January 15th to continue on in the candidacy process. Please pray for me as I
go through this endorsement interview and approval process.
On January 6th we will celebrate the Epiphany of our Lord. This day refers to the wise men who
were the first Gentiles to see the manifestation of God’s appearance in the baby Jesus. The central
significance of Epiphany is that Christ came as the Light of the World, not just for the Jews but for
Gentiles as well. Christ’s light is for all.
On January 16th we will be holding our 145th annual meeting of the congregation. After the meeting
the church council will host a soup lunch. Please plan to join us for both the meeting and the
fellowship that will follow.
January 27th through January 29th I will be out of the office attending a class on campus at Wartburg
Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa. This will be my 10th class requirement of 16, with my current plans
mapped out to complete these classes in 2022.
Church remains open for visitors Monday through Friday 7:30am to 4:30pm.
God’s Blessings
Rex Rogers, Vicar
(402) 533-3816
rex.rogers@abbnebraska.com

December 20,2021
Council Minutes
Vicar Rex called the meeting to order and opened with prayer.
Attendees Vicar Rex, Julie Pearson, Jodi Hansen, Jon Hansen, and Liz Heim all present, Shelly Stark joined
via zoom. Chuck Rogers, Vicki Johnson, Vicky Kuhlmann, Patty Olson unable to attend.
Vicar Rex gave his pastoral report. Many visits, phone calls and texts with members.
Secretary’s report was read and approved.
Unfinished business:
Driveway at parsonage needs to be repaired, discussed patching the hole with rock since we could not
get the concrete fixed and now it is getting too cold.
We had a bid for the dead tree removal, Larry Nelson and Corey Freidel volunteered to remove it instead, has not been removed yet.
2022 Nominating Committee need to identify candidates for open positions.
Annual Meeting January 16th.
New Business:
Mike and Jennifer Christensen are doing the janitorial work at the church while our current janitor is
out sick.
There are 4 kids that will attend the Youth Gathering in MN next year.
Holding off on adding any additional liturgy to Sunday services.
Wayne Hansen asked to hold meetings for 4-H at church, they would meet 1 Sunday per month, and
only from Jan-Aug.
Vicar's class update:
Endorsement interview 1/7, Full Committee Recommendation 1/15.
Pastoral Care in Context 1/28 1/29
Lutheran Confessions & Mission 2/7 thru 4/3.
No committee reports.

Treasurer’s Report:
All the bills have been paid.
Discussed update on draft of 2022 budget.
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next meeting will be January 19, 2022, 7:00 PM.
Liz Heim
Secretary

November Treasurer’s Report

The General Fund has a balance of $6,804.46 at the
end of November. Thank you for your faithfulness in
giving to the church.

Church Address:
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
210 S 12th Street
Tekamah, NE 68061
Vanco Giving:
Online Giving - Emmanuel Lutheran Church (elctekamah.com)

=======================================================================================================================

FOOD PANTRY HOURS:

Monday

8:30am—11:30am

Tuesday

8:30am—11:30am

NEBRASKA SYNOD UPDATE
Walking Together, Growing Disciples, Serving God's World—Bishop Brian Maas
"Continue the Season of Giving"
As Christians, we know the Christmas season doesn't end on December 25 - it begins! As you continue to celebrate the birth of Christ, we ask that you extend the season of giving as well. Check out
the ideas below for a place to start. You can also access a printable version of this list on our website here .
Friendship
These years have been difficult and loneliness and depression preys on the shorter days of winter. Who do you know that needs a phone call? Call a friend and brighten their day or hand write a
letter/note, and actually mail to family or friends, or someone who could use a pick me up.
Rest
Take some time today to clean out your linen closet. Take a little time tot think about how many
pairs of sheets one bed actually needs… do you have extras? Find a local charity that gives the
sheets to families in need and give someone else the gift of fresh sheets.
Joy
Do you know someone in your neighborhood that doesn’t have family near them? Could you go and
grab some hot cocoa cookies and give them to a neighbor?
Warmth
Did you know that you can and give the gift of warmth to a family that is struggling with their bills this
year? Go online or call your local power and utilities company and give a gifts to someone who can't
make their ends meet this winter season.
Laughter
Did you know that knock-knock jokes never go out of style? Could you call a neighbor that has a
child that is 5-10 years old and have a knock-knock joke-a-thon? Just do a search for knock-knock
jokes on the internet to prepare. And if these aren’t your style could you have a riddle-a-thon with
your family?
Gratitude
Take a few moments to write a note of thanks to someone who’s done a kind deed or meant something special in your life. You and the recipient will both be the better for it.
Comfort
Among the most-needed and least-donated items at homeless shelters are underwear and plain
socks. Consider getting a set of each—maybe one for each member of your household—and take to
your nearest homeless shelter.
Connection
Contact a nursing home, hospital, or homebound person who may need help either reading Christmas cards or who would like to send some and has trouble with sight or writing. Schedule a time
during the Christmas season to help them out.

Lutheran Youth Faith Education

LYFE sessions continue to be held on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month. In December the
kids prepared for the Christmas program. Which they performed for the congregation on December
12 during the church service. The kids also made Christmas cards that were delivered to every resident in the Arbor care Nursing Home here in Tekamah.

Thanks to Amanda Hansen and Sarah Smith for assisting and coordinating the activities again this
year, including the Christmas program.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Confirmation sessions continue to be held on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. In December we only had one class due to the Christmas holiday, and our class focused on the Old testament
book of Numbers.
On December 12th, our confirmation class, along with Tammy Gregerson and myself, experienced a
Sudanese worship service to present to them a new culture and people of faith. Their unorthodox
worship service with sudden outbreaks of singing and dancing was a shock to our traditional services
they were familiar with, but the exposure was educational for them to see faith exhibited in a new
light. How they welcomed us with open hearts, love the same God we love, and offered us a meal. I
have invited them to a return trip to our congregation to join in a worship service.

Sunday, January 16th—10:45
After the meeting the church council will host a soup lunch. Please plan
to join us for both the meeting and the fellowship that will follow.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Memorial Project Recommendation

We have several families who have given memorial donations in support of the
proposed electronic digital sign for our church. If you would still like to contribute, please get your donation into the church as soon as possible as we plan to
present this project at the annual meeting in January.
If anyone has any questions in regard to supporting this memorial project,
please let me know.
Thanks
Rex Rogers, Vicar

January Birthdays
3-Jan Palmer Brummond
Penny Brummond
Bev Hansen
5-Jan Lavyne Anderson
Blaine Olson
7-Jan John Bromm
Susan Olson
Caylie Petersen
8-Jan Cora Mathistad
10-Jan Mary Rogers
11-Jan Judy Anderson
13-Jan James Kelly
15-Jan Eileen Vrooman
17-Jan Kelly Adamson
Carl Pearson
18-Jan Katie Hart
19-Jan Amber Hansen
23-Jan Bernie Clements
Emry Hansen
24-Jan Remington Brummond
29-Jan Kirby Hunt
Gerri Ott
30-Jan Henry Farrens
Thelma Wascher

January Anniversaries
9-Jan

31-Jan

Hansen, Gene & Linda

Brummond, Tyler & Sydney

Please remember to pray for all of our family and friends
who are ill, receiving treatments, or needing special
care: Lacey Petersen, Delmar & Elaine Chamberlain,
Patty Hancock, Jeremy McGinnis (Nadine Toft’s Godson), Bonnie Jurgens (Linda Schnell sister-in-law), Jill
Hovendick (daughter Gene & Linda Hansen), Kim
Schwetz (Rosie’s daughter-in-law), Tom Lipps (Wayne
Lipps son), Lyle Qualley, Palmer Brummond, Marv
Vrooman, Kelsey Erickson, Dawne Smith (sister of
Randy Hart), Melissa (friend of Diane Z.), Patty Denton (janitor), Ezekiel Vazquez (Godson’s newborn baby), Shirley, Midge, Marsha, and the Crowell Home
residents and staff, Helen Ahrens and the Tekamah’s
Arbor Care Nursing Home residents and staff
Family of Dick Goll

Requests can be added or removed by contacting the church
office at (402) 374-1337.

9:30 Sunday Worship
10:30 Fellowship

9:30 Sunday Worship
Holy Communion
10:30 Fellowship

9:30 Sunday Worship

10:45 Annual Meeting
11:45 Fellowship
9:30 Sunday Worship
Holy Communion

Sunday Worship

10:30 Fellowship

9:30

10:30 Fellowship

6:00 Confirmation

5:00 Grief Counseling

5:00 Grief Counseling

3:45 LYFE

6:00 Confirmation

7:00 Church Council

5:00 Grief Counseling

5:00 Grief Counseling

Rex—At Wartburg Seminary for Class

Leaving Thursday morning and returning Saturday night

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
210 S. 12th Street

Tekamah, NE 68061-1413
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